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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, TU 

SUBJECT: SITUATION OF PATRIARCHATE IN ISTANBUL 
REF: (A) ISTANBUL 745, (B) ISTANBUL 706 

1 . RABBI SCHNEIER, A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF THE APPEAL OF 
CONSCIENCE FOUNDATION, CALLED AT THE DEPARTMENT TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION OF THE GREEK PATRIARCHATE IN ISTANBUL, AND TO 
INQUIRE HOW BEST HIS ORGANIZATION COULD BE HELPFUL, BOTH 
TO GREEK MINORITIES IN TURKEY AND TO MOSLEM MINORITY IN 
GREECE. 
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2. DRAWING ON INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS ISTANBUL CABLES 
DEPTOFFS TRIED TO GIVE THE RABBI A CLEARER PICTURE OF THE 
SITUATION AS REPORTED BY CONGEN ISTANBUL. HE WAS MOST 
GRATEFUL FOR THE BRIEFING AND EMPHASIZED THAT HIS ORGANI- 
ZATION WANTS TO KNOW ALL THE FACTS ON THIS QUESTION IT CAN 
OBTAIN. 
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3. RABBI SCHNEIER AND ANGIER BIDDLE DUKE HAVE SPOKEN WITH 
TURKISH UN REPRESENTATIVE TURKMEN AND HIS DEPUTY, ALTEMUR 
KILIC.WHO DENIED THE CHARGES REGARDING MISTREATMENT OF 
-HE GREEK MINORITY IN TURKEY. IN ADDITION, THEY PRESENTED 

A MEMORANDUM FOR THE FOUNDATION'S ATTENTION DESCRIBING 
THE MISTREATMENT OF THE TURKISH MINORITY IN THRACE. THE 

TURKISH REPS IMPLIED TO RABBI SCHNEIER THAT HIS GROUP 
WOULD BE WELCOME TO OBJECTIVELY STUDY BOTH SITUATIONS. 

4. A BOARD MEMBER OF THE FOUNDATION, EDGAR BRONFMAN OF 
SEAGRAMS, IS PLANNING A PERSONAL TRIP TO ISTANBUL AND 
WILL BE THERE AROUND APRIL 20, ARRIVING VIA TRAIN FROM 
ZURICH. THE FOUNDATION IS ALSO CONSIDERING SENDING A 
THREE OR FOUR-MAN TEAM TO TURKEY AT SOME TIME TO LOOK INTO 
THE TREATMENT OF GREEKS AND THE PATRIARCHATE IN ISTANBUL. 
IT HAS SENT SIMILAR TEAMS TO NORTHERN TR ELF. AND AND EASTERN 
EUROPE. DEPTOFFS NOTED SOME OF THE DELICATE PROBLEMS SUCH 
A TEAM VISIT WOULD ENCOUNTER. 

5. BOTH TURKMEN AND KILIC TOLD SCHNEIER THAT A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVE (PERHAPS THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
HIMSELF) WOULD BE HAPPY TO BRIEF BRONFMAN IN ANKARA. WE 
SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS THE MOST APPROPRIATE PERSON WOULD 
BE THE GOVERNOR OF ISTANBUL SINCE BRONFMAN WOULD PREFER 
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NOT TO MAKE TRIP TO ANKARA. WE TOLD RABBI SCHNEIER THAT 
CONSULATE GENERAL.IF DESIRED. WOULD BE PLEASED TO BRIEF 
AND ASSIST BRONFMAN. 

6. FYI: THE APPEAL OF CONSCIENCE FOUNDATION IS A SERIOUS, 
PRESTIGIOUS AND WELL CONNECTED ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO 
THE PURSUIT OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM WHICH HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN 
HUMANITARIAN CAUSES IN A VERY POSITIVE FASHION IN A VARIETY 
OF WORLD TROUBLE SPOTS (E.G. EASTERN EUROPE). IT IS 

WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT. END FYI. 
CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GREEK ORTHODOX, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, RELIGIOUS GROUPS, MEETINGS, MINORITIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE085619 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EDSMITH:RAH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 44-0930 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780498/aaaadfja.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: bfc709b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ISTANBUL 745, 78 ISTANBUL 706 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3089269 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SITUATION OF PATRIARCHATE IN ISTANBUL 
TAGS: SHUM, TU, US, (SCHNEIER, RABBI) 

To: ISTANBUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bfc709b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



